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 NEWS ALERT                          
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 24/11/11
One in five families are facing Christmas without a safe, decent home
This  Christmas will see roughly one in five children across the world being born into a family who have no home, claims international housing charity Habitat for Humanity.

The charity launches its Christmas appeal this week and is calling on people in the UK to help a family into a decent home this Christmas by donating to Habitat for Humanity. There are currently around 1.6 billion people in the world, equivalent to 1 in 5 families, who live in appallingly substandard conditions around the world.

With the increasingly harsh winters we’re experiencing, more and more people are struggling to cope in homes that provide no protection against the weather. People risk their health, livelihoods and family life in freezing, crumbling shelters all around the world.

Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with families to enable them to build or repair homes that keep people warm at this difficult time of year. The homes that families build with Habitat for Humanity are decent, sturdy, safe and secure, and enable people to fulfill their potential.  

Dinara Imankulova, whose family are working alongside Habitat for Humanity in Kyrgyzstan said, “We will finally spend the cold winter in a safe, warm house with hot water available.” Her husband Kumar added, “After finishing the house we will have more plans to improve our life.”

The Imankulova family are participating in the ‘Warmer Winters’ project in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. The family’s home had no insulation, very thin walls and a crude method of heating which does not cope with the biting winters. Temperatures in Bishkek remain sub-zero for most of the period between November and February.

Ian Walkden, National Director, said, “At Christmas as we spend time relaxing and with loved ones at home, many of us begin to appreciate how important our homes are to us. This appeal is an opportunity for people here in the UK to open their hearts to the families who struggle day by day in poverty housing, and to help them have a decent home for Christmases to come.”

Since 1976 Habitat for Humanity has enabled over 2.5 million people across the world to have a safe, decent place to live.

To donate to Habitat for Humanity’s Christmas appeal go to: www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk 

ENDS

For further information, interviews or photos, please contact Eleanor Perkins, Press Officer. T: 01295 220322 F: 01295 264230. Skype: eleanor.perkins3. E: EPerkins@habitatforhumanity.org.uk. www.HabitatForHumanity.org.uk
Notes to editors:

Habitat for Humanity is an international Christian charity that aims to break the cycle of poverty by eliminating poverty housing and homelessness. We believe that everyone, regardless of background, gender or belief, has a right to a safe, decent place to live. We champion that right and also take practical action, working with communities around the world to empower them to design and manage appropriate housing projects in their neighbourhood. Since 1976 we have helped over 2.5 million people.

For more information go to www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk 

· With the global population at 7 billion and roughly 1.6 billion of those living in poverty housing, this means that 22% of people worldwide live in inadequate homes.

· 6 continents, 80 countries, 500,000 families, 2.5 million people, 1 fact: building homes defeats poverty.
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